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TOR des GEANTS® 2014
7-14 September 2014
An extraordinary challenge in the heart of the 4 giants of the Alps!
One of the highest peaks of the ENDURANCE – TRAIL in the WORLD
330 km and 24,000 metres of altitude difference
Along the "Alte Vie" (High Routes) of the Aosta Valley
EMILIE LE COMPTE: THE TOR WINNER BY FAR
AND CROWNED THE QUEEN OF COURMAYEUR
The French sportswoman wins Courmayeur with a time of 85 hours and 22 minutes. She is the first non-Italian to win the endurance trail of the Aosta Valley. The Italian Lisa Borzani reached second place, already in Courmayeur, after already gaining second plate at the TDS last August. The Swiss competitor Denise Zimmermann came third. 
In a single day, the Tor des Géants® crowns its kings: after the arrival of Franco Collé yesterday morning, the first woman then reached the Courmayeur finish line at 11.53 pm, the French Emilie Lecompte. An incredible victory in view of the time achieved by the sportsman of the Haute Savoie, carried of the Quechua Team colours:  85 hours and 53 minutes. With this victory, Emilie returns home with an important award: the first non-Italian women to win the Tor. 
Emilie is a straightforward and educated woman, who literally bowed to all those who yesterday welcomed her arrival at Courmayeur: strained but overjoyed, her first words of thanks went to her family and her staff, who supported her throughout the race. She then gave special thanks to all the volunteers who she herself described as "extraordinary" at all times. When crossing through the Valley, many applauded her both for her incredible athletic performance and also her beauty: “The Aosta Valley has fallen for you” commented Silvano Gadin, the official speaker for the Tor, on her arrival at Courmayeur. Rather embarrassed by the compliment, she thanked everyone and then declared: “The Tor has been an extraordinary experience, both for the trail and also the public. I am worn out but so pleased to be here”. 
Emilie is already a star of trail running, even though she started this discipline much later that many of her more well-known peers: in recent years her performance on an international level has confirmed her place as a winner to be reckoned with. Thanks to this discipline, Emilie feels that she is constantly looking for new challenges and new adventures: “My entire season is made up of races that give me thrills and help me dream, in places I have always wanted to discover  – commented Emilie in an interview – just taking part is the real challenge to yourself”. It was this spirit that drove her in 2012 to Corsica to beat the record of the GR20, one of the most difficult trail running routes in the world, achieving an amazing time of 41 hours and 22 minutes. It was probably with the same spirit that she arrived in Italy to face the Tor des Géants® for the first time, taking up her place by right in the Olympus of trail running. 
Another exceptional achievement came from an Italian, Lisa Borzani, carrying the colours of the Vibram Team, who this morning arrived in Courmayeur after a thrilling race. Originally from Padua, Lisa gained second place in the women's ranking and is ranked 21st in the overall classification. Only two weeks ago, again in Courmayeur, Lisa achieved a fantastic second place in the TDS (Sur le traces des Ducs de Savoie), only behind the Spanish competitor Teresa Nimez Perez. Thus Lisa too was delighted on arrival at the finish: “Thank you so much to the volunteers who have been amazing - she commented under the arch at the finishing line in Piazza Brocherel – but to all the people of the Aosta Valley, who encouraged me and all the other competitors throughout. The Aosta Valley is the region I love most, and if I could I'd move up here to these splendid mountains”. 
Completing the women's podium was the Swiss Denise Zimmermann, who arrived at Courmayeur at 12.27. Denise had a very positive start behind Francesca Canepa (disqualified by the Race management for not crossing a check point) and Emilie Lecompte. But then a change in rhythm, probably due to fatigue, allowed the Italian Borzani to overtake. 
All three competitors, on arrival at Courmayeur underwent anti-doping checks. The checks were implemented by the “Committee for the Supervision and Control of Doping and for the Safeguard of Health in Sporting Events”,  set up by the Ministry of Health, as part of the random and routine checks performed during sporting events. The winning male competitors also underwent the same checks: Franco Collé, Nichademus Hollon, Christophe Le Saux and Antoine Guillon. 
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